
DRAFT 
Sebastopol Library Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 
May 7, 2014  
Sebastopol Regional Library ~ 7140 Bodega Avenue, Sebastopol, CA 95472 
 
Present: Mary Shiff , Myrna Miller, Clark Mitchel, Dorothy Blake, Neil Herring, Phil Brownell, Lily 
Borgeson, Nancy Dempsey, Mathew Rose (Branch Manager), Helena Whistler (Library 
Commissioners), Sue Fujita (Friends of Sebastopol Library), David Dodd (Interim Co-Director) 
Absent: Jannike Allen 
 

I. Mary Shiff, Chair, called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm. The agenda was adopted and 
minutes from the April 2, 2014 meeting were approved. 
 

II. Public Comment: None. 
 
III. Announcements: Nancy Dempsey commended Library Staff on their participation at 

the Apple Blossom Festival. Ms. Shiff reported the Sebastopol LAB has two vacancies. 
 

IV. a. April 2, 2014 Community Forum: Review of the notes from the community forum 
and the results of the survey were reviewed. Mathew Rose reported that the 
Homebound services idea was translated into a grant application. The California State 
Library awarded a preliminary grant in the ballpark of $12,000 to Sebastopol Regional 
Library to establish a “books on wheels” homebound service. The final grant is being 
developed. Clark Mitchel mentioned the Library Foundation delivers books for free to 
certain locations via a bookmobile. Questions about how Spanish only speakers are 
currently assisted with no Spanish speaking staff at Sebastopol. Mr. Rose replied that 
translator help is sought from Spanish speaking staff either via telephone, or 
appointment. It was suggested the Library provide better signage for the Spanish 
language collections, and to inform Spanish speaking patrons that assistance in Spanish 
is available. Discussion of the best possible hours was discussed. Neil Herring moved 
the LAB “recommend the Library Commission and Library Director implement new hours 
for the Sebastopol Regional Library to be: Mondays 11-5, Tuesdays 10-6, Wednesdays 
11-8, Thursdays 10-6, Fridays 11-5, Saturdays 1-5. The motion was approved on an 
unanimous vote. In presenting to the Library Commission at the next Commission 
meeting, emphasis should be placed on staggering hours across the library system. The 
notes from the Community Forum are to be updated to reflect the motion and distributed 
to the Library Commission and other LABs with the encouragement other LABs also 
contemplate discussing best open hours with current parameters and ideal hours if 
additional funding is secured. 
 
b. Art Committee: Phil Brownell and Neil Herring, part of a sub-committee, met with Mr. 
Rose to prepare and present a draft update of LAB Art Committee policies and 
procedures for LAB review at this meeting. Neil reports that the sub-committee 
recommends divesting responsibility of the Art Committee. Dorothy Blake moved “the 
LAB divest any LAB connection with the Art Committee.” The motion passed with one 
dissenting vote. Discussion included the historical sponsoring agency for the Art 
Committee, the Library Commission authorizing LABs or Friends groups to establish Art 
Committees, and the appropriate sponsoring agency for the Art Committee. Discussion 
of designating a LAB liaison to the Art Committee ensued. Mr. Herring’s motion “to 
establish a LAB liaison to the Art Committee” died for lack of a second. 

 



V. Commissioner Report: Helena Whistler reported: The next Library Commission 
meeting is to take place on Monday, May 12, 2014 at 6:30 pm at the Santa Rosa City 
Hall Council Chambers (100 Santa Rosa Avenue, Room 10). 
 

VI. JPA Review Committee Report: Sarah Gurney reported: The JPA Review Committee 
is planning a signing ceremony to take place, tentatively, on August 4, 2014. 
 

VII. Director Report: David Dodd and Jaime Anderson sent a report, read by Mr. Rose: Ken 
Nieman, Chief Financial Officer, begins work on May 17. Brett Lear, Library Director, is 
to start work on June 2. The Windsor Regional Library now has a self-check-out 
machine. A reminder of the legislative efforts of SB 1455, previously emailed, was 
relayed. 
 

VIII. City Report: Ms. Gurney reported: The City will discuss at its May 20, 2014 meeting the 
JPA, the Library Commissioner appointment process, and a possible Commissioner 
appointment. Also at issue in the City is the closure of Palm Drive Hospital. The City has 
offered support of a hospital with a viable business model, including emergency 
services, in Sebastopol. The City has offered sub-committee assistance in whichever 
appropriate capacity such can offer. 
 

IX. Branch Manager Report: Mr. Rose reported: The library programs and activities in April 
were high, on par with our most active months. There were 680 participants at 22 
children’s programs. Tiffany Bronzan and Emma Wendel visited every freshman English 
class at Analy High School (over 325 young adults) to discuss great books for their 
reading level and promote library services. Spanish language children’s programs are 
taking place, with more over the summer supported by the Friends of Sebastopol 
Library. Also through Friends support, the booth at the Apple Blossom Fair was 
worthwhile library outreach. The April program flyer lists upcoming programs. 
 

X. Friends of Sebastopol Library Report: Sue Fujita reported: The next booksale will 
take place May 14-17. The next annual meeting will include a presentation for the Press 
Democrats Chris Smith and will take place on May 31, 2014 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. 
Volunteers for the booksale are welcome. 
 

XI. Amigos Report: No report. 
 

XII. LANTERN Report: Clark Mitchel reported: Started promotional efforts at the Apple 
Blossom Festival. LANTERN is discussing polling to gauge support for a new library. 
LANTERN is working on more establishing activities, such as developing a website. 

 
XIII. Agenda Items for Next Meeting: Amend by-laws to insert annual review. Sales tax and 

the November ballot: City vs. Library vs. County needs and ballot initiatives. Planning for 
allotted use of available LAB funds for the 13-14 fiscal year. 
 

XIV. Additional Public Comment: None. 
 

XV. Adjourned: 5:50 pm 
 

 
Reported by Mathew Rose 


